PARALLEL MYTHS?
OR COMMON ORIGIN OF A GLOBAL SPIRITUALITY?, V

(English translation)

| am applying to the National Science Council to finance one more year

the research the Institution is already sponsoring from 2006.08.01 till 2007.07.31,
from 2008.08.01 till 2009.07.31 and this year, from 2011.08.1, till 2012.07.31,
since this is a long term project. My task during 2013 and 2014 will be
translating into English the pages | now have in Spanish. | am applying for
the first of those next years and, then, | will have to apply for a second one,
due to the many pages | have already written.
Coming from the ancient original sources on mythology, in different countries,
in my final inform to the NSC, for 2006-2007, | had collected 43 universal
myths, of the four kinds included in my research, relating to fire and water,
in 80 pages of the book | prepare. At the end of the period 2008-2009, | had
gathered almost triple quantity of the four types of universal myths, in 320
pages of the same book | am writing. Now, | have about 600 pages, but I
will add more, perhaps till 700.

Much more ancient than the present tendency to the global economy
and culture, the global religious believes were at the origin of the spirituality
of the humankind. My research project focuses on the common origin of the
past and present religions of the humankind, by gathering and comparing
four types of parallel myths, relating to the fire and the water, which are at
the most homogenous, universally spread central nucleus of the spirituality
of the ancient and present religions.

In the mythical literature, all around the world, during the period
2006/2007 | had gathered a lot of parallel myths on the ancient weakening

of the solar, spiritual, energy of fire, and strengthening of the lunar, material,



energy of water, as well as on a past universal catastrophe, caused by water
(flooding) and on a future disaster, due to fire (apocalypse). During the
period 2008-2009 | also included the myths on the role of the fire and water
at the cosmogony, the creation of the sun and the moon and the separation
between the divine and the spiritual worlds, recorded in so many myths, all
around the world.

On the ancient weakening of the solar, spiritual, energy of fire, and
strengthening of the lunar, material, energy of water, the Chinese story, for
example, tells that, in the Yao era, ten suns were firing the people and the
fields, till the hero Yi shot his arrows against nine of them.

Many different versions of the same myth appear in the aboriginal
Taiwan. In central, North, East and Southeast of Asia there are lots of
version of the same myth, including different numbers of suns.

There is also one similar myth in Japan, but the most common one
(Kojiki, Nihongi) starts the story with a feminine sun, Amaterasu, i.e. with a
yin sun that has already lost the masculine, yang, characteristics of the sun.
It quotes, as well, although very briefly, the existence of a very powerful sun,
which was enclosed in a cave, as the ancient Egyptian myth.

In the ancient Egyptian story, the god Seth fought against Osiris,
originally a solar god. After killing and cutting him in pieces, Osiris became a
lunar god, living forever in the caves of the afterlife.

In the Indian version, Visvakarman cut the sun in pieces, because of
the pain it caused to her daughter, while conceiving the sun’s son. The New
Zealand Maori myth tells that the Maui and his brothers hunted and hit the
sun, because it was too fast and the people did not have time to eat or to
make the war.

In the Mexican area of the ancient Maya culture, one version of the

myth included the same symbols than in Taiwan and China, a too powerful



sun and a hero who shot his arrows against the solar disc. Other versions say
that a very proud being, Vucub Caquis, pretended to be the sun and two
boys destroyed him. But the best known version of the myth, the Legend of
the Suns, tells about successive creations and destructions of the world and
of the sun, some of them for the fire and other for the water.

The Peruvian version does not mention aggression against the sun, but,
on the contrary, it tells that five solar discs where able to stop the damage
caused by several negative beings.

The myth between the native Californian Indians describe the
difficulties of the people, living under ten suns and ten moons. The coyote
killed them, till only one sun and one moon remained in the sky.

On a future disaster, caused by the fire (Apocalypse), there are also a
high number of parallel myths. Before the Christian version of the Bible, and
the Islamic myth of the Coran, the ancient Indo-Europeans knew it, as well
as the Zoroastrian Mesopotamia. Also the Hinduism has several versions.

The one coming from the Mahabarata and from Puranas mentions that,
in the end, seven (or twelve) suns will appear in the sky and will dry the sea
and burn the land.

The ancient German mythology has a version, telling the future end of
the world by fire and the coming of a new era.

The ancient Greece knew several versions describing a future
catastrophe by fire.

The myth appears, as well, in different African regions. In North and
South America, the ancient version conceives a past disaster caused by
water and a future one, due to fire.

On a past universal catastrophe, caused by water (flooding), we know
the higher quantity of different universal versions of the ancient myth. Most

of them mention the universal disaster, as a punishment to the evil behavior



of the humankind, and as a way to start a new generation of human beings,
the descendents of the surviving couple.

The story is very well known, from the ancient mythology, all around
the world, in the ancient Mayan and Inca cultures, in the North American
Indian culture, in China and Taiwan, in Philippines, in New Zealand and
Australia, in New Guinea, in the Palau Islands and all around Polinesia, in
Sumatra, Borneo and in the North of Laos and Thailand, in India, in Japan, in
the ancient Mesopotamia, in Israel and in every Christian country, coming
from the Bible.

It appears in the ancient stories coming from different areas of Africa
and Europe, in the ancient Greek/Roman culture and in an ancient Egyptian
version, quite different from the general canon.

Most of the universal myths relating to the original cosmogony include
profuse parallels on the role of fire and water at the creation.

The European colonizers and missionaries offered two types of
arguments to explain so many great parallelisms they found between the
religious believes and practices of the American and Asian cultures and their
own creeds. One of them was that the non European religions were satanic
imitations of the true faith. The second considered that all the spiritual
believes could originally have been universal divine revelations, distorted
during long time.

At the beginning of the XX century, two different approaches arose for
the study of so many parallelisms between the world mythologies. The
diffusionist perspective defended that the main myths could have been
elaborated in certain areas and spread by cultural contact, whereas the
psychological point of view argued that the mythological nucleus is a

universal psychic product, underlying in the mind of the human beings.



Nowadays, both approaches are accepted. But the previously
suggested option on divine revelation seems tacitly rejected, although,
certainly, the spiritual perspective should play some role in the study of the
spirituality of the humankind.

On the different aspects of the analogies and parallels gathered, apart
from the four congresses and articles that | had offered during the period
2006-2007, | brought parts of my research to four more international
congresses, between the period 2008 and 2009.

Two of them are linking former and present subjects of my research,
on the ancient Egyptian mythology and believes adopted all around the
Mediterranean countries and, specifically, in Spain, during the first
millennium B.C. Using the archaeological documents |1 had already
catalogued years ago, | proved that the Spanish religion, at that millennium,
was mainly organized around one of the ancient Egyptian myths with
parallels all around the world, the myth of Isis and Osiris.

The papers offered to the other two international congresses studied
the philological aspects of the parallel mythological texts, adopting
audiovisual technology, and some of the social consequences, at the present
global economy, of the universal similarities that show the ancient global
spirituality, respectively.

Three of my four main research lines, although with very different
aims, are related to the ancient mythology. That is the reason why |I am
enclosing at the following list, not only the publications directly related to the
two years of NSC subvention (numbers 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13), but also the
ones indirectly, or partially, related to my research financed by the NSC (1, 2,
3, 6,9, 12, 14, 15).

After the end of the last period of NSC financed research in compared

mythology, and having into account that it is a long term project, | decided



to halt it for a while, to be able to publish a faster book (number 2) to offer it,
together with two more (number 1, and another not quoted here), as three
of my 5 published books, to apply for my promotion at Tamkang University,
from Assistant to Associate Professor.

Once | have finished that publications, my long term project on

compared mythology has to be continued.
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